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Abstract [en] The aim of this paper is to characterize the pollination behaviour of some wild and exotic plants species growing in a northern European climate. We also aim to assess their plant-pollinator interactions, and eventually the potentiality of each plant to generate fruits or seeds in the years to come. The following species were selected: wild dandelion
(Taraxacum), chicory (Cichorium intybus), white clover (Trifolium repens) and Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense). They were used in this study because they are self-compatible and their fruits are a source of seeds. They are also able to produce seeds and/or fruits under artificial conditions, enabling us to examine their pollination behaviour under controlled conditions.

We determined the flowering period, pollen grains production and the mechanism of seed dispersal for each species. All species were able to reproduce in the first year. Pollen production and seed production were studied under controlled conditions in glasshouses. Results showed that dandelion produced more pollen during the flowering period than all other
species. Furthermore, dandelion and chicory were self-compatible, and Canada thistle was most likely to be cross-compatible. We observed no seed dispersal mechanism for dandelion and chicory, and some forms of seed dispersal for Canada thistle, but not for wild clover. Dandelion and Canada thistle are the most suitable self-compatible species for pollination and

seed production in controlled conditions. Despite this, none of the investigated species reached their potentialities in the year following their inception. This shows that further research is needed in order to promote the use of these two wild species. The additional information required can be found at the following websites: There is no question that Jesus Felez
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